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Finally, be strong in 
the Lord and in His 
mighty power
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR 
PASTORAL ASSISTANT  

I started officially as your Pastoral Assistant on 10th 
January and as I sit reflecting on the past few months, 
what a blessing it has been! Brian Spence took the 
time to introduce me to some members and I have 
been out on visits while the ongoing restrictions and 
extra precautions in place become second nature to us 
all. As an NHS worker I take daily Lateral Flow tests 
and I am starting to visit some of our Nursing Home 
residents which I’m really looking forward to! 
Three years ago I met Chris at the Worship Leaders 
Course and it’s wonderful being able to see him going 
off to Glasgow University to study Theology and great 

to be able to lead worship myself a couple of times here. I am also off to Glasgow 
University in March to study a short course on Eldership and Local Church 
Leadership. 

In the February half term my daughter Sarah and I went to Wales where we enjoyed a 
hot tub lodge under the stars in what’s known as a Dark Skies area. We visited the 
National Spaceguard Centre and the RSPB Red Kite feeding centre, which is based on 
a 160 acre working farm where hundreds of Red Kites come every day to feed.  

At night in Wales you can see the stars so clearly and the only sound is the occasional 
bird of prey in the distance. We felt a deep sense of peace as we prayed for everyone 
and for God’s guidance in the months ahead and asked that He will continue to provide 
wisdom and assistance in my new role, which did seem a little overwhelming at first.  

Jesus tells us to take each day at a time and not be anxious about anything in life, but 
to seek first the kingdom of God and then all that we need will be provided.  

God bless you Lynsey Graham 

Look at the birds of the sky: they don't sow or reap or gather into barns, 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Aren't you worth more than they? 
Can any of you add a single cubit to your height by worrying?........ But 

seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things 
will be provided for you.” (Ma�hew Ch 6 from V 25)
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BIBLE STUDY GROUP  
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ADOPT A BIT OF YOUR CHURCH
We all want a neat, tidy and welcoming Church.

Our paid cleaner can only cover the basics.

Some “tender loving care” could improve things quite a lot:  one or two people 
collaborating to keeping an eye on each particular area and taking a little time now 
and again as needed, to keep it neat and orderly and free of rubbish. 

Any need for maintenance, clearing storage areas etc. can be identified to the 
Property team. 

A key can be signed-out to allow you to do this at any time that suits you. (Please 
don't work alone – have a friend for company and safety.)

Please sign up!

Any questions?  See David Johnston
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FINANCIAL UPDATE  
stOur financial year ended on December 31  and members will have the opportunity to 

ask any questions about the accounts for 2021 at the Annual Business Meeting 
thfollowing the service on Sunday March 27 . The accounts have already been 

approved by the Kirk Session.

The  accounts show a surplus for the year of £1,580. This was made possible mainly 
by a reduction in our Mission and Ministries contributions to the national Church of 
Scotland, due to the Covid19 pandemic and our ministry and pastoral assistant 
vacancies, part way through the year. 

Ÿ Our main source of income is member offerings and donations. Total offerings and 
donations for 2021 were £47,919, up £3,710 or 8%, from 2020. This is 
encouraging, as due to the pandemic, the church remained closed for several 
months and our activities were restricted for the remainder of the year. We also saw 
a continuing reduction in the number of active members.

Ÿ Comparing with 2019, giving by standing order has been largely unaffected by the 
pandemic, but weekly freewill offering envelopes remain down 35%. Open plate 
offerings were obviously nil while the church was closed and have remained very 
low. It is impossible to tell whether those who watch our services online contribute 
financially to the Church.

Ÿ Donations collected for other charities through our retiring offerings have been 
hardest hit by the pandemic, down approximately 50% from 2019 levels in each of 
2020 and 2021. 

Ÿ Leasing of the manse for six months following the minister's retirement generated 
£9600 to the Consolidated Fabric Fund (which is not included in our surplus for 
the year). We are actively looking for another suitable short-term tenant.

Ÿ In total at year end, the Church held (directly and indirectly) cash and investments 
valued at just over £300,000.

Ÿ In 2022, we forecast withdrawing £10,000 from the Consolidated Fabric Fund to 
get us to roughly breakeven for the year, due mainly to repair work required on the 
church. 

Ÿ Our Pastoral Assistant post has previously been funded 50% by Clyde Presbytery. 
stFrom January 1 , the cost will be met fully by ourselves and Inverkip.

We are fortunate that due to the generosity of our members and the huge amount of 
voluntary work that is done for the church, which would otherwise cost many 
thousands, our congregation is in a relatively strong financial position. We need the 
continued support of all members to keep it that way.

John Scott, Treasurer
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On behalf of Inverclyde Women's Aid, we would like to thank you once 
again for your generous dona�on of clothing and gi�s. The kindness you 
have shown will greatly support the work that we do to help women, 
children and young people affected by Domes�c Abuse. We are truly 
overwhelmed by your dona�on.

Our staff would like to take this opportunity to wish you and the 
congrega�on of your church a safe and prosperous year in 2022.

Best Wishes
June McDermid on behalf of Inverclyde Women's Aid
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CHURCH FLOWERS
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Some well kent faces from 2002
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